
 

 
 
 
 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2026 

 
Welcome to St. Catherine’s  
 

We are glad that you have joined us for worship. If you are visiting with us, we 
invite you to fill out a visitor card, which can be found on the back of the chair 
in front of you. Completed cards may be given to a greeter or placed in the 
collection plate. 
 
“BCP” before a page number refers to the Book of Common Prayer in the pew 
racks. “H” before a page number refers to the blue hymnal. Both are in the pew. 
 
You are very welcome to receive Holy Communion if you have been baptized in 
any Christian Church. Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may 
come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing 
from the priest. 

Serving Today 
 

The Rev’d Dillon Green, Celebrant and Preacher 
Denise Armstrong, Vestry Person of the Day 

 

Scott Reimer, LEM/Crucifer 
Walker Tate & Olivia Kennedy, 

Torchbearers 
Cathy Cawthon, Lector 

Denise Armstrong & Sasha Johns, 
Counters 

Michelle Caiola, Intercessor 
Sasha Johns, Greeter 

Wanda Wheeler, Altar Guild 
Jim Cawthon, Technology



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prelude 
               
 
Entrance Hymn 404        We will extol you, ever-blessed Lord 
 
          

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

Opening Acclamation              BCP 355 
 
 
The Collect for Purity             BCP 355 
 
 
The Gloria 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day             BCP 233 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 
away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

 



THE LESSONS 
 
First Reading                    Exodus 16:2-15 
 

Reader  A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 

 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and 
Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by 
the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots 
and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In 
that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On 
the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much 
as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, 
“In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, 
because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, 
that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you 
meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because 
the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are 
we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD.” 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 
‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’” And as Aaron 
spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the 
wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 
The LORD spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the 
Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 
the LORD your God.’” 



In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning 
there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, 
there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 
frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, 
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is 
the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

We will read the Psalm responsively by half verse.

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen. 

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; * 
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 

38 Egypt was glad of their going, * 
because they were afraid of them. 

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering * 
and a fire to give light in the night season. 



40 They asked, and quails appeared, * 
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 
so the river ran in the dry places. 

42 For God remembered his holy word * 
and Abraham his servant. 

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, * 
his chosen with shouts of joy. 

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 
and they took the fruit of others' toil, 

45 That they might keep his statutes * 
and observe his laws. 
Hallelujah! 

 
 
 
Second Reading                   Philippians 1:21-30 
 

Reader  A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.  

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard 
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your 
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 
for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. 
For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 
this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only 



of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having 
the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Cantor sings Alleluias, then all repeat; Cantor sings verse; All repeat Alleluias. 

 
Cantor: Th-e /last will be/ first, and the /fi-rst /will /be last. 

 

 
The Gospel          Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each 
of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 



grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, 
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give 
to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 
are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon           The Rev’d Dillon Green  
 
    

A period of silence follows the sermon. 
 

 
The Nicene Creed, please stand as able                      BCP 358 
 

 
The Prayers of the People, Form VI           BCP 392  
 
 
Confession of Sin              BCP 360 
 
 
The Peace               BCP 360 
 
           
The Announcements 
 
 



Offertory Hymn 644             How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds   
 
                   

As the offerings are brought to the altar, standing as you are able, the following is sung 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A           BCP 361 
 
 
 
Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer              BCP 364 
 
 



The Breaking of the Bread            BCP 364 
 
 
 
The Fraction Anthem         S 169 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Invitation               BCP 364 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn 541                    Come, labor on  
 
 
           
Post-Communion Prayer            BCP 365 
 
 
                   
The Blessing              BCP 366  



 
            
Post-Communion Hymn 523     Glorious things of thee are spoken  
  
 
                 
Dismissal               BCP 366 
 
 
 
Postlude           
 

From riteplanning.com. 

Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license 732331-A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for coffee hour in the Parish hall after the service  

sponsored by Denise Armstrong and Diane McKeefery! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We pray for our Companion Diocese of Honduras and their bishop, Lloyd. We 
pray also for person with AIDS and other difficult-to-manage diseases and 

conditions, and for their families.   

We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Will, Addi, Lawrence Louise, Sally, 
Lynnell, Marsha, Dennis, Durwood Graddy, Stephen, Sue, Ann, Gayla, Kim, 
Daniel, Walter Coe, Amy, Julie, Melanie, David, Olivia, Julie, and Michelle.  

 
We pray those who serve in the military, especially John Morris. 

 
We give thanks for all those who celebrated birthdays this week, especially Bill 

Traylor. May he grow in wisdom and grace and strengthen his trust in your 
goodness all the days of his life.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

S A V E   T H E   D A T E S 
 

Evening Prayer every Wednesday at 6:00 pm 
 

September 26th—ECW meeting at 12! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Mission 

To seek, love, and serve God through worship, education, and service and to share the redeeming love of 
Christ with the world. 

 
Our Vision 

St. Catherine’s, the Episcopal Church in Chelsea, is a welcoming and inclusive family called by Christ to 
receive and share God’s love. 

 
Clergy and Staff 

The Rt. Rev. Richard T. Lawson III 
Bishop of Alabama 

The Rev. Dillon Green 
Rector 

The Rev. Clyde Pearce 
Deacon 

Dr. Matthew West, Organist/Choirmaster 
Julie Seal 

Parish Administrator 

 
St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church 

Church Office—205-618-8367 
642 King’s Home Drive 

P.O. Box 577 
Chelsea, AL 35043 

www.stcatherinesal.org 

This QR code links the user directly to the website
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